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D. WRIGHT 


MS. BASTEDENBECK: Today's date is October 


11, 2001. The time is 1531 hours. 


I'm Christine 


Bastedenbeck of the New York City Fire Department, 


conducting an interview with 


Battalion 31. 


QO. He will introduce himself now. 

A. T am DeCosta Wright, EMT Wright 
31. 

QO. What unit and Battalion, 


Battalion 31, what unit? 


A. I was working on 31 


Adam. 


EMT DeCosta Wright at 


, at Battalion 


are you assigned to 


QO. Tell me what you remember about the events of 


September 11, 2001. 


A. Basically I was working in a unit. It was 


about 8:50 when we got the cal 


computer as a fire at the Worl 


ll. It came 


over the 


ld Trade Center. So at 


first we got the call, we rushed to it and I didn't 


believe it at first until we got on the bridge. Then I 


saw it in flames. I said oh, 


believe it. It was unreal. Every 


my god. I couldn't 


thing was so unreal. 


So we just tried our best to ge 


traffic to get there. When w 


finally go 


staged on the West Side Highway right in 


t through 


t there, we 


Front of the 


first tower, and the building was in flames, the first 
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building was in flames. Basically we took all our 
equipment out and ready to see how many patients there 


were, you know, that was on the scene. We seen all the 


firemen run into the building. 


Q. Did you report to a Lieutenant? Do you know 


who it was when you first got there? 


A. No, I'm not sure which Lieutenant. 

Q. But you reported to a Lieutenant? 

A. Yes, it was just -- basically, we were just 
so much in awe about the whole thing. The building 


continued burning. All of a sudden I seen a couple of 
people jumping out. But before that, some debris came 
down, was coming down. Large pieces of metal just 


flying down. If that thing would have hit anybody, 


that would have decapitated somebody, but it floated 


all the way towards us and then it went into the 


building next to us and broke the windows. 


That was one part that I remember. After 


that, that's when we started seeing people starting to 


jump out. It was total -- that was unreal, I tell you, 
to see people jump from the top floor. A few minutes 
later, we had seen the second plane just come in, go 
right through the second building. 


So we couldn't believe it, because we thought 
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the first one was an accident. So then right after 
that we knew it was terrorism. So after that, after 


the second plane hit, it was just raining people, 


people were just jumping. When the first one hit, they 
were just jumping periodically. You would see one man 
jump out. I was in -- in our position, we could 


actually see when they hit the ground and I seen body 


parts just going everywhere when they hit the ground, 
so when one guy hit, all you hear was boom, then you 
see his arms and legs, just flew right off. 

Then right after that I see a woman, she was 


just spinning in the air. After that, when the second 


plane hit, that's when my partner was like -- he 
couldn't believe my reaction, because all I was saying, 


all these people that was jumping out. I was just 


saying oh, my god, oh, my god. I couldn't believe -- I 
was like oh, my god. I couldn't believe. It was so 
unreal. 


Then a few minutes later, we hear all this 


rumbling, sounded like an earthquake. Somebody said 
the building is coming down. So everybody is just 
screaming. We ran into the -- 

QO. On the map. 


A. Right next to us, the Merrill Lynch 
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building. Yes, we ran into the Merrill Lynch 
building. That building was shaking. Everybody was 


just screaming, and I thought that building was coming 


down too, because of the way it was just -- the shaking 
and everybody just -- so everybody thought they were 
going to die. Everybody actually -- I thought that was 
it. I thought that was the end. 


So we ran into the basement of that building, 


everybody. Then after w after the rumbling 


stopped, we came out the building. 

Q. Do you remember who ran into the building 
with you, who was with you when you ran into the 
building? 

A. There was a lot of people, so many people, 


that's when everybody split up. I didn't see my 


partner. That was then. I didn't see my partner 
nowhere. So I walked outside and was engulfed in smoke 
and a lot of asbestos and stuff. I walked around, I 
couldn't see nothing. I wanted to see what happened. 


The building collapsed. So I walked to that site and 


it was like totally deserted. I was by myself at that 
time. I don't know where anybody was. It was so 
unreal. I walked and basically you couldn't see your 


hand in front of you. 
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As I got closer to that site, all I heard was 


moaning and some people that were lying down near the 


site, near the rubble. They were bleeding. I seena 


lot of people bleeding from the mouth, the nose, they 


was calling on me, help me, help me. I had no 
equipment, my bus is gone. My bus is covered. They 
was just screaming help me. There is nothing I could 


do for them, except for those firemen that was out 


there that was just walking around, I mean just in 


total awe and like, god, man, they didn't know where 


they were. They had blood everywhere but you know, 


they were walking wounded. 
It's crazy how they were just walking around, 


like they didn't know where they were. I was basically 


at that time I was grabbing them and bringing them to 
safety and -- 
Q. Where did you bring them to? 


A. There was a building. There was another 


staging area. We were bringing sick people, peopl 


that was injured. There was a paramedic that was under 


a vehicle in the rubble. I went back to the site. We 


got a stretcher. We ran and got him. He was alive. 
He wasn't injured. 


QO. Do you know who he was? 
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A. I forgot his name. It will come back to me. 
QO. Does he work at this station? 
A. Yes, he is at this station. Anyway, he was 
coughing. He really couldn't get his breath. He was 


totally covered in soot and all, and he totally 


breathed it in, so when we brought him to that triage 


area —- 
Q. Do you know where that triage area was? 
A. I'm not sure. It was right around the 
corner. 
Q. If you looked on the map would that help you 


or not really? 

A. It was right there. It was this building. I 
think it was this building. 

Q. You brought him into a building where there 
was triage? 


A. This building. 


Q. Was it the American Express building on the 
corner of Vesey? 
A. I think it was by the water. I think it was 


the American Express building. Yes, it had to be. 


Q. That's where you brought him? 


A. Brought him in there. Then he was basically 


coughing. He was vomiting and after he started getting 
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better, you know, he wanted to get up and he was -- so 


I gave him some water, oxygen, you know, he didn't want 


-- he just wanted to go back out there. 
So after I seen that he was all right by 
himself, I went back out there. So the same scenario, 


those guys, firemen walking around the scene. You seen 


Lieutenants, all this big brass walking around, 


everybody, just in la-la land. So basically I was 


there, just still doing the same thing. Trying to get 


then to safety. 


q 


Then all of a sudden, that earthquake sound 


again and I knew what it was, you know. The second 
building was coming down. Since I heard that sound, I 
knew, so I started running. That's one of the things 


-- one of the reasons that I couldn't sleep, because 


there were still people there alive. I don't know if 
they were buried in the second one. There was people 
that are screaming to me. Help me, patients that was 
there that we couldn't do anything about. 


Then we heard that second rumble and I just 
started running, you know. That cloud just was chasing 
me. Of course I got cornered. After that cleared, as 
a matter of fact, I ran into the same building, where 


we was triaging. 
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After that I 


couldn't go back. 


Q. Did you stay 
building? 
A. Stayed there, 


didn't go back there. I 


in the American Express 


then I went to, as a matter of 


fact, the Lieutenants there, they wouldn't let anybody 


q 


go back. They sent me 


with some patients to the 


hospitals. Like I said, I was split up. I didn't have 


a partner at that time. 


to get home, you know, 


I didn't know how I was going 


back to my station. 


At that time 


that was basically it. After I 


went to the hospital, came back to -- there was another 
staging area, it was on -- it was way up on the West 
Side Highway. There was like a thousand ambulances. 

QO. Was it the Chelsea Pier? 

A. Yes. 

QO. Or Pier 94? 

A. Yes. 

QO. Which one? 

A. I'm not sure. 

QO. You don't remember? 

A. (inaudible). 

QO. Okay. 


A. There was a lot of ambulances there. I met 
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up with a couple of guys from my station. 


1 


0 


Q. Who were they? Do you remember their names? 

A. There was Andre. 

QO. Cherrington? 

A. Cherrington, and his partner. That was the 
one that was in the rubble. He came back. 

Q. Andre's partner that day? 

A. Yes, what's him name? 

Q. Suarez? 

A. No. 

QO. Smiley? 

A. Smiley. It was me, Andre, Smiley, and who 
else did we have there? I don't remember who else. It 


was me, Andre and Smiley. 


Q. Did you ever find your partner that day? 

A. No. 

Q. Who were you working with that day? 

A. Jackson. Then after that, as a matter of 
fact, that was about 4 hours later we met up. Then we 
went back, me and Jackson went back. We didn't have 
our ambulance, that was what it was. Our ambulance was 
still in the rubble, so we didn't have no ambulance, so 


we had to split up while we were still togethe 


Then we went back to the site. We was on -- 


11 
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we went to a different staging area. We was by -- let 
me see that map. We were right in front of -- what was 


the last building that collapsed? 


Q. 7? 

A. We was right there. That was building 7. 
QO. You were at a triage area there or 

A. We made our own triage area. There was a 


couple of more ambulances, like 4 ambulances. 


QO. You were in another vehicle then when you 


went over there? 


A. Yes. 

QO. Do you remember what vehicle number it was? 

A. No. 

QO. Okay. 

A. So that was basically -- we watched that one 
come down. It was on fire first. I think the fourth 
floor was on fire. They said we were like, are you 


guys going to put that fire out? I was like, you know, 


they are going to wait for it to burn down and it 


collapsed. So that's when I knew high rise buildings, 


you know, (inaudible). 
Q. Were you there when building 7 came down in 
the afternoon? 


A. Yes. 
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QO. You were still there? 
A. Yes, so basically they measured out how far 


the building was going to come, so we knew exactly 
where we could stand. 
Q. So they just put you ina safe area, safe 


enough for when that building came down? 


A. 5 blocks. 5 blocks away. We still could 


see. Exactly right on point, the cloud just stopped 


right there. Then when that building was coming down, 
the same thing, that same rumbling. That's why I like, 


for a couple of weeks, every little sound that I 


heard. It was unreal. 
Q. What time did you finally get off that day? 
A. Got off, left at 11 o'clock. 
QO. At night from over there? 
A. Yes. 
QO. And came back here? 
A. 11 o'clock. 
Q. Anything else you want to add or -- 
A. No. 


MS. BASTEDENBECK: This concludes my 


interview with DeCosta Wright. The time is now 


1550 hours. 


